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Report: UPDATE ON SENSORY GARDEN 

 

 

1 BACKGROUND 

Progress on the Sensory garden has been taking place throughout the year. This report 

outlines what has been achieved since the last update in August, and details decisions that 

need to be taken on the next steps. 

The below map shows what is currently in the Sensory Garden area. 

 

 



 

2 WORK SO FAR  

2.1 6000 bulbs have been planted along the bund in the woodland area. Richard 

Baulch-Collett, the Town Council Horticulturalist, planted bluebells, crocus 

and snowdrops in clusters (indicated on the map) 

 

2.2 The edges of old path have been cleared of the overgrowing grass, and the 

surplus soil and turf have been added to the edge of the raised bund to 

provide a gradual slope where the woodland path will be mowed into the 

grass 

 

  
Bulbs before planting          Clearing path edges              Path edge turf used to soften the bund slope 

 

2.3 The saplings that were left over from last years Town Council tree planting 

scheme have been planted in small clusters at the edge of the raised bund in 

the woodland area (indicated on the map) 

2.4 Left over polyanthus from the Town Centre winter planting have been 

planted in the ‘woodland area’ visible from the road. 

 

                                         

                       Newly planted small saplings along the raised bund              Polyanthus by the road 

 

 



3 WORK STILL TO COMPLETE 

 

3.1 Shrubs 

These are needed to plant along the new path to demarcate the Sensory 

Garden area. 

Richard recommends the following varieties of shrubs, for their colour and 

fragrance: 

 CALYANTHUS – ‘Sweet shrub’ (S) 6’ x 6’ 

 SAMBUCUS NIGRA – (S) 6’ x 9’ 

 VIBURNUM CARLESII – (S)  6’ x 6’ 

 LABURNUM ALPINUM ‘Pendulum’ (T) 15’ + 

 HAMAMELIS INTERMEDIA – Yellow Witch hazel (S) 12’ x 12’ 

 PRUNUS MUME – (T) 12’ + 

 CLETHRA ALNIFOLIA – (S) 6’ x 6’ 

 ABELIA CHINENSIS – (s) 4’ x 4’  

 ITEA VIRGINICA (S) 6’ x 4’ 

 LONICERA PERICLYMENUM 

 VIBURNUM BURKWOODII (S) 7’ x 7’ 

 CORNUS ‘MIDWINTERFIRE’ – Dogwood (s) 6’ x6’ - has a orange/red 

stem which is vibrant during the winter months. 

Richard says:  

I feel our next step is to locally source and purchase some specimen shrubs and 

perhaps some ornamental trees so that we can use them naturally mark out 

the sensory area making it even more 3 dimensional incorporating existing 

trees in the area. It would be a good step forward to purchase and plant, 

ideally in the new year before the spring arrives to give them a head start. 

Once that has been achieved I feel we can then start identifying the different 

areas in phases with ferns, smaller shrubs so on and so forth over the next few 

seasons.   

I think we will need to address the line of shrubs along the fence line as many 

of the  existing shrubs are old, woody and of poor quality with brambles and 

evasive Ivy swamping them, removal won’t be easy but will be worth while as 

once cleared we can replace with more appropriate planting for the area. 

We have discussed the possibility of reusing shrubs from the tubs in the town 

and (possibly) splitter island to go along the fence line of KGV. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3.2 Wildflowers 

Richard says: 

I have been trawling the internet looking at the different types of ‘meadow 

turf’ available. Whilst not being able to find a local source at the moment I have 

come across a company called ‘Wildflower Turf’ Ltd, in Basingstoke, that 

supplies different types of wildflower turf mixes for all conditions, it might be 

worth contacting them to see if we can glean any information that might be of 

help to us should we wish to include an area within the sensory garden – also 

mindful that we could ‘re wild’ more areas as the Council, (MTC), takes over the 

responsibility for those areas in and around the Town over the next few years. 

Wildflower Turf Ltd in Basingstoke says: 

 The most suitable variety for parks is the Landscape 34 Turf which is 

£10.50 plus vat per square metre. 

 It is full of UK native perennial varieties 

 If it is cut and cleared in September it will come back every year 

 The soil needs to be completely clear before it is installed, with no grass 

or weeds. 

 It arrives as slabs that can be rolled out like turf, in a one time 

installation 

 Ideally it should be put in during the colder months, ready for flowering 

in April until September. 

 The Landscape Mix requires three hours of dappled sunlight, and there 

is a shade tolerant mix that is £11.50 per square metre. 

 can get 50 square metres on a pallet 

 delivery is £67 per pallet so 

 100 square metres would be £1050 plus £134 delivery 

                    

                   ‘Landscape 34’ variety of Wildflower turf 

 

 

 

 

 



3.3 Community Mosaic 

The Millennium Mosaic was removed from its original location to make way for the 

new path in the summer. The tiles are in safe storage until a suitable location in the 

Sensory Garden is found.   

Once a location is agreed, concrete mix can be purchased to set them in the ground, 

at an estimated cost of around £70. 

Possible locations: 

 Along the path – this would make it very visible but may make it vulnerable to 

damage by maintenance vehicles on the path, and waterlogging 

 Along the bund – this would highlight the rained area but would limit planting 

opportunities around the wooded area 

 In a circle around a new sensory sculpture – may be more suitable as it would tie 

together the artwork of 20 years ago with the new pieces 

Richard says: I think the cost of incorporating the mosaic tiling around might be 

higher if forming part of the sculpture but would be my preferred option and have 

more meaning, but we could readdress the costing if that becomes the preferred 

option. 

 

3.4 Benches  

 

The below map shows the proposed location for the eight 800th charter benches as well 

as picnic benches in the Sensory Garden 

 

 



The following map shows suggestions for the next steps in the Sensory Garden area 

 

 
 

 

4 RECOMMENDATION 

 

That Councillors consider the above information and agree the following: 

4.1 Locations and types of shrubs for the Sensory Garden 

4.2 Possibility of Wildflower Turf in the Sensory Garden 

4.3 Location for the Community Mosaic 

4.4 Positions for the eight new benches 

 

 

 

5 CONTACT 

Miriam Zaccarelli 
Community Development Officer 

Richard Baulch - Collett 
Melksham Town Council Horticulturalist 

miriamzaccarelli@melksham-tc.gov.uk 
01225 704 187 

Richard.bc@melksham-tc.gov.uk  
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